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Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends of Human Rights Watch, good evening.   

 

For over 14 years, I have represented the thousands of victims of the Habré 

government in their fight for justice.  I work closely with them every day, and 

their suffering has become mine.  Their perseverance is a source of inspiration 

for me, a source of energy. 

 

The government of Hissène Habré was a machine of repression.  Violence 

became government policy, force turned against the people, and a reign of 

terror infiltrated people’s very homes.  Thousands were tortured, killed or 

disappeared, leaving behind countless widows and orphans. 

 

The atrocities and the suffering have not been forgotten, and the victims and 

Chadian society have been able to count on the unwavering support of 

Human Rights Watch which has shared the victims’ perseverance – and my 

own – through the many stages of this epic political and judicial saga to bring 

Habré to justice.  I would like to extend a special thanks to Reed Brody. 

 

Today, the Hissène Habré case is finally more than just a dream.  In June last 

year, Habré was detained in Dakar where he has been charged with crimes 

against humanity.  I don’t need to tell you how these steps brought hope to 

the survivors.  The investigative judges are now finishing their first 

investigations.  During their visits to Chad, they met with more than 2400 

victims, who – finally taken seriously by the authorities – showed up in huge 

numbers to be heard. 

 

But bringing a former dictator to justice is no easy task, and is fraught with 

danger.  Some of the former perpetrators continue to haunt us with daily 

taunts and threats.   



  



In 2001, I myself became a target.  While I was taking part in a peaceful pro-

democracy protest, a police unit tried to assassinate me with a grenade.  I 

carry grenade fragments in my body to this day.  The head of the unit was 

none other than a former torturer against whom many victims had filed a 

complaint in Chad.   

 

Today, I continue to face threats on a daily basis.  There are many attempts 

to discourage me, but I refuse to be stopped.  Defending the victims is in my 

blood.  I am ever and always a rebel and a human rights defender, and I 

cannot stand idly by when I see injustice.   

 

This feeling has always been present in me, and will persist so long as those 

who suffer injustice are ignored by their leaders and so long as justice remains 

selective.  In the words of Aimé Césaire: “My mouth will be the mouth of the 

misfortunes that have no mouth, and my voice will be the freedom of those 

who collapse into the dungeon of despair.”   

 

Ladies and gentlemen, we are fighting for reconciliation and for a durable 

peace in my country.  Today, the trial of Hissène Habré and his accomplices 

will allow the Chadian people to finally begin rebuilding their country, more 

than 20 years after the end of Habré’s bloody rule. 

 

We will not give up.  Your interest and your support give us the strength and 

courage to continue our relentless fight against impunity. 

 

My sincerest thanks and gratitude. 


