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Architects of Justice – The Podcast 
 

Next month TAG will release a podcast that explores how people are finding new ways to 

improve access to justice in Ontario. This season will look at technology, child welfare, self-

represented litigants and unbundled legal services. Last fall, TAG worked with a range of 

partners to organize Ontario’s first Access to Justice Week. The week brought together multiple 

perspectives – users, community workers, students, legal professionals and others. Together 

these stakeholders explored different dimensions of the access to justice crisis and started new 

conversations about how to realize a more inclusive, efficient and effective justice system. This 

podcast will keep these conversations going and help to support meaningful access to justice 

improvements. Updates will be posted soon on the TAG website. 

 

Steps to Justice Website Launched  

A first of its kind, Steps to Justice presents easy-to-understand, step-by-step information on 

common issues that people experience in family, housing, employment and other areas of law. 

Steps to Justice is designed to: 

 Equip people to work through their legal problems through simple, easy-to-understand 
steps 

 Provide practical tools such as checklists, fillable forms and self-help guides 

 Give referral information for legal and social services across Ontario 

 Connect people via live chat and email-based support for answers to additional 
questions 
 

Steps to Justice is led by Community Legal Education Ontario (CLEO) and brings together key 

justice sector organizations such as the Ontario Ministry of the Attorney General, the Superior 

Court of Justice and the Ontario Court of Justice, the Social Justice Tribunals of Ontario, Legal 

Aid Ontario, the Law Society of Upper Canada, and the Association of Community Legal Clinics 

of Ontario. TAG played a key role in facilitating the cross-sector collaboration embodied by 

Steps to Justice by supporting it as a cluster. TAG will continue to support this initiative by 

informing public engagement activities.  

The launch of Steps to Justice was featured in The Toronto Star and was marked with an event 

at the Law Society on January 18, 2017 with the following speakers:  

 Treasurer Paul Schabas, Law Society of Upper Canada  

 The Honourable Yasir Naqvi, Attorney General of Ontario 

 Chief Justice Heather Smith, Superior Court of Justice  

 Linda Rothstein, Chair of the Law Foundation of Ontario   

 John McCamus, Chair of Legal Aid Ontario 
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http://www.theactiongroup.ca/
http://stepstojustice.ca/about-steps-to-justice
https://theactiongroup.ca/clusters/steps-to-justice/
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2017/01/18/got-a-question-about-the-law-theres-a-site-for-that--.html
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TAG’s Work with Librarians Nominated for Two American Bar Association Awards   

In December 2016, TAG’s work with librarians was nominated for two American Bar Association 

Awards – the Louis M. Brown Award for Legal Access and the Brown Select. The nominations 

reflected the collective efforts of TAG, Community Legal Education Ontario, Community 

Advocacy & Legal Centre and the Rural and Remote Access to Justice Boldness Project. 

Although TAG did not win either award we are grateful to the local librarians involved with this 

work for their continued leadership and support.  

 

Position Paper from TAG’s Custody & Access Assessor Task Force Cluster 

TAG’s Custody & Access Assessor Task Force Cluster has developed a position paper that is 

available on the TAG website. Comments can be sent to tag@theactiongroup.ca. This cluster 

brings together a range of family justice system participants to address the impact of frivolous 

and vexatious litigants on court processes and the subsequent shortage of qualified custody 

and access assessors.  
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http://www.americanbar.org/groups/delivery_legal_services/initiatives_awards/louis_m_brown_award_for_legal_access/2017-brown-select.html
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/delivery_legal_services/initiatives_awards/louis_m_brown_award_for_legal_access/2017-brown-select.html
https://theactiongroup.ca/2016/12/position-paper-frivolous-and-vexatious-complaints-against-custody-and-access-assessors/
mailto:tag@theactiongroup.ca



