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2015 BENCHER ELECTION
	  

John Callaghan 
john.callaghan@gowlings.com  

A PROUD PROFESSION 
 
When I ran for bencher in 2011, I professed to be proud to be a lawyer.  I 
can now add that I have been proud to represent the profession as a 
bencher.  
 
As a part-time minor hockey coach, I have come to appreciate that 
Convocation operates rather like a minor rep hockey team.  Not all 
benchers skate towards the same goal; most don’t stay to their side of 
the ice; and it can feel like a contact sport.  Nonetheless, all its benchers 
come ready to play; they play with vigor and put in an honest effort.  As a 
result, much has been accomplished these past four years.  
AN INDEPENDENT PROFESSION: 
An independent bar is the cornerstone of our civil society.  I will continue 
to vigorously represent the independence of the bar. 
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS: 
Over the years, I have been either Vice-Chair or Co-Chair of 
Government Relations.  This is an important committee that interacts 
with the provincial and federal government.  Much of the work is done 
behind the scenes.  In particular, we have been successful in working 
with the government to extend legal aid funding.  Moving forward, it is 
important to ensure our independent bar is part of that funding equation. 
LEGAL AID INCREASED: 
Last election, I stated that I would “remain vigilant to ensure future fees, 
and any fee increases, are manageable for all our members”.  As Vice-
Chair of Audit and Finance, I kept an eye on the fees to ensure any fee 
increases were modest.  This was accomplished by insisting on an 
operational review to ensure the Law Society's operations were kept in 
check.  If re-elected, I promise to continue to ensure that we have an 
affordable profession. 
MY PLEDGE: 
If re-elected, I pledge to continue to devote my energy, my experience 
and my enthusiasm to serve you and to make this a better profession.  
 
To learn more go to: www.johncallaghan.ca 

  John Callaghan is a partner in 
Gowlings’ Toronto office, where he 
practices civil and commercial 
litigation.  He is the former Head of 
the Commercial Litigation Practice. 
 
John was elected as Bencher in 
2011.  He has served on several 
committees.  He is a member of 
Ontario’s Civil Rules Committee.  He 
is co-author of Class Action Law 
and Practice, the leading class 
action text in Canada. 
 
His litigation expertise has been 
recognized in numerous prestigious 
legal directories, including 
Chambers Global, The Best Lawyers 
in Canada, the Canadian Legal 
Lexpert Directory and Benchmark 
Canada. 
 
He is married with three children.  
Best of all, he coaches his 8 year 
old son’s rep hockey team, with 
tepid results. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.johncallaghan.ca/



