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Avvy Yao-Yao Go 
goa@lao.on.ca    

Make it Count 

Having had the privilege of serving as a bencher, on and off, since 2001, 
I have long come to realize that getting elected is only half of the battle.  
The real challenge is to ensure that Convocation has the fullest benefits 
of and is equitably responsive to the needs of the diverse group of 
lawyers who make up the Ontario bar. 

Diversity in the legal profession certainly emcompasses members of the 
various equity seeking groups reflected in its membership.  It also 
includes, among others, lawyers working in the legal aid system and 
small firms, as well as sole practitioners.  Collectively, their voices are by 
and large still muffled when it comes time for decision making, 
notwithstanding the changing faces of Convocation in recent years. 

Without question, Convocation knows that too.  That's why efforts have 
been made to reach out to the under-represented constituencies with 
such critical new initiatives as the Challenges Faced by Racialized 
Licensees Working Group process. 

The journey to inclusion has not been an easy ride.  Mistakes have been 
made along the way.  With the input and guidance from the members at 
large and the various associations within the profession, Convocation 
finally did adopt a more comprehensive framework to make Access to 
Justice a real focal point of the Law Society business. 

The road ahead will no doubt be paved with pitfalls and encounter 
unexpected turns.  Who knows what the Alternative Business Structure 
(ABS), if brought to Ontario, will truly mean for the profession, 
particularly for small firms and sole practitioners. Time will tell if any of 
the plans to promote access to justice for the public, and racial equity in 
the profession, will pan out succesfully in the end. 

The only way to help ensure the best outcomes of these initiatives is by 
getting involved.  And we can all start by making our vote count. 
 

  Call to the Bar (1991) 
LL. B.(University of Toronto) 1991, 
LL.M. (Osgoode) 1999 
Bencher (2001-2003, 2006-2011, 
2013-present) and have served on 
the following committees: Access to 
Justice, Equity & Aboriginal Issues, 
Human Rights Monitoring Group 
and Professional Regulation 
Clinic Director, Metro Toronto 
Chinese & Southeast Asian Legal 
Clinic (1992-present) 
Recipient of Order of Ontario (2014), 
FACL Lawyer of Distinction Award 
(2012), City of Toronto William P. 
Hubbard Race Relations Award 
(2008), Women’s Law Association of 
Ontario President’s Award (2002) 
Community Council Member, Law 
Commission of Ontario (2011-
present) 
Member, Director’s Resource 
Committee of Special Investigations 
Unit (2002-present) 
Founding Member, Colour of 
Poverty Campaign 
Former Vice Chair, Court 
Challenges Program of Canada 
Former President, Chinese 
Canadian National Council (Toronto 
Chapter) 
  




