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2015 BENCHER ELECTION

Carol Hartman                 Northeast 
hartmanc@millermaki.com Election Statement 

I am seeking re-election as a Bencher from outside Toronto and I ask 
again for your support. 

Over the next 4 years, Convocation will address a number of pressing 
issues. My priorities will be strategic planning and access to justice.  

I am excited to be Vice-Chair of the Priority Planning Committee's 
Strategic Planning Steering Group. Our Treasurer, Janet Minor, is Chair 
of the Group.  

Following this April's Bencher election, a planning session will be held to 
set the priorities for the 2015-2019 Bencher term. The inaugural Steering 
Group, after consultation with all Benchers, will develop the process and 
agenda for the September 2015 session. Following this session, the 
Steering Group will consider and will make recommendations with 
respect to the ability of the Law Society to address these priorities. 

Having practiced family law exclusively for more than 25 years, I am 
keenly aware that family law is the leading access to justice problem in 
Ontario. More than 50% of people in need of family law services are 
unable to afford them. Self-representation is rarely by choice, it is most 
commonly by necessity.  

Convocation is supporting the Law Society's role as facilitator of the 
Action Group on Access to Justice (TAG). By supporting TAG it is 
evident that we can talk the talk but it is now time for us to walk the talk. 
We must be pro-active in developing solutions to improve access to 
Justice. If we fail to deliver, we run the risk of the public losing faith in our 
profession.  

I ask for your support to help me steer priorities that will preserve a 
strong and independent profession. 
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