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2015 BENCHER ELECTION
 

M. Virginia MacLean  Central West 
Virginia@virginiamaclean.com  

Who am I  
I am seeking re-election as an outside Toronto Bencher (Central West 
Region) 
Why I am seeking re-election for a second term 
My first term was an exciting learning experience. My second term will 
be an opportunity to increase my contribution. With paralegal Benchers, 
lay Benchers, lay adjudicators and 500 or so staff, one lawyer Bencher 
cannot make a difference alone. We must work together. I appreciate the 
key issues and players. I believe that I can continue to make a difference 
if I am re-elected.  
Why Vote for Me?  
I am dedicated to our profession, hardworking, a good listener, a 
consensus builder, and tenacious. Being a bencher is a substantial time 
commitment. I will spend the time required. I have kept up my practice as 
a sole practitioner while performing Bencher duties without support from 
an assistant.  
My main goal in the last election was a leaner and more transparent Law 
Society. The Law Society has a new CEO. There is a greater recognition 
of the need for transparency in governance. Room for progress remains. 
I will continue to advocate for this.  
My goals that remain unaddressed are attracting younger lawyers to 
smaller communities and lawyer pensions. Small communities need 
lawyers of all ages and diversity. Most lawyers are sole practitioners or in 
small law firms, so the Law Society must move on pensions. Many 
lawyers continue to practice beyond traditional retirement. 
What lies ahead? 
The Treasurer’s focus for the next term is: Diversity in the profession, the 
Law Practice Program, Access to Justice and Alternative Business 
Structures. I will work with the other Benchers on these and the other 
ongoing challenges faced by the Law Society.  
Please vote for me to continue my work on your behalf and in the public 
interest. 
My Website is http://www.virginiamaclean.com/  

  Sole practitioner, Certified 
Specialist Municipal Law-Local 
Government/Land Use Planning and 
Development Law practiced in 
public sector, large and boutique 
law firms. 
 
Ontario Bar Association past 
president,  Director the Osgoode 
Society for Canadian Legal History, 
member   Advocates’ Society, 
Halton County Law Association, 
Northumberland Law Associations, 
Ontario Bar Association,  Women’s 
Law Association of Ontario. 
 
Lectured and authored municipal 
law papers, co-authored The Ontario 
Municipal Act, A Comprehensive 
Guide,  Forms & Precedents: Land 
Development  and A Users Guide to 
Municipal By-laws. 
 
Linda Adlam Manning Award 
(OBA)(2006), Law Society Medal 
2010 
 
Called to the Bar of Ontario, 1969 
LL.B., Osgoode Hall Law School, 
1967 Queen's Counsel, 1982 
 
Certified Specialist, 2006 
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