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Sidney H. Troister 
sidforbencher@torkinmanes.com  

Over the years, many lawyers practising in a variety of areas of law have 
encouraged me to run for bencher.  They have told me that I am well- 
known enough and have the professional credibility to possibly get 
elected and that with my solicitor’s experience, I would add balance to 
the benchers traditionally elected, especially from Toronto. I have 
decided that it is time to step up. 
There are many issues that affect the public interest with which the Law 
Society is struggling, including alternative business structures, 
racialization, licensing reform, and access to justice.  Those issues also 
affect lawyers and the future of the role of lawyers in our society.  None 
of the issues involves a simple process or solution.   
I am mindful of the importance of the debate and bring no preconceived 
opinions to the table.  I am concerned however that some of the issues 
may put at risk our professionalism and the integrity of our duty to act 
independently and competently in the best interests of our clients.  I will 
want to ensure that we take great care in the process of decision-making 
to preserve that integrity.  I would like to think that, with my background, I 
will bring a fresh perspective to the table. 
My particular interests are twofold: Our licensing process should produce 
competent lawyers and not just lawyers who have organized detailed 
written materials in order to write exams. We need to ensure that young 
lawyers starting their own practices have the necessary practical 
competencies to serve the public well.  I have also had some experience 
looking in on the discipline process from the outside.  A profession 
concerned about justice should subscribe to timely adjudication of 
discipline matters and should consider alternative or creative penalties 
that will still protect the public interest. Few, if any, discipline panels 
include solicitors, yet solicitors are frequently the subject of discipline. I 
hope to have some role in adding a new outlook and balance to the 
discipline process.  To learn more about me, see my website at 
www.sidforbencher.com  

  Called to the Bar 1974 
Partner Torkin Manes LLP 
Awarded the Law Society Medal 
2008 
Recipient OBA Award for Excellence 
in Real Estate Law 2000 
Certified Specialist Real Estate Law 
Mediator and Certified Arbitrator by 
ADR Institute of Ontario 
Named 2015 Toronto Real Estate 
Lawyer of the Year by Best Lawyers 
in Canada 
Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent 
Peer Review Rated 
Author: The Law of Subdivision 
Control in Ontario 
Founding and Continuing Chair of 
the LSUC Annual Real Estate Law 
Summit 
Co-head Real Estate Section of Bar 
Admission Course 1990-2000 
Past OBA representative on Ministry 
task force on real estate and 
mortgage fraud 
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