
 

Voting Guide Bencher Election 2015 Return to Candidate List > 

 

Jerry B. Udell Southwest 
judell@mctaguelaw.com  

I am pleased to announce my candidacy for Bencher, and ask for your 
support.  I believe I can put the knowledge and experience I have gained 
in almost 38 years of legal practice to work for everyone. As I have 
managed both a small practice and participated in a partnership in a 
larger firm, I understand the challenges that lawyers from all practice 
backgrounds face.  
 
Once elected, I will focus on two broad themes: 
(1) addressing major issues facing the profession; and  
(2) creating a more positive public perception of lawyers. 
 
I will work vigorously to address all issues facing the profession, but I 
want to focus on the unique challenges facing junior lawyers.  I believe 
that the Law Society can and should be doing more to address the 
issues facing our fresh calls to the bar and our younger colleagues to 
ensure that they and the profession can continue to succeed. 
 
Throughout my career, I have mentored countless Articling students and 
junior associates, all in the early stages of adjusting to the realities of 
practice. I have also taught courses on behalf of the CBA, LSUC, OBA, 
and University of Windsor.  I believe that the Law Society should 
sanction a mentorship program.  A mentorship program beyond articling 
is essential for the long term development of high practice standards 
within our profession, as this will ensure junior professionals are steered 
in the right direction at the outset of their careers. 
 
As a bencher I will advocate for more study and input prior to the Law 
Society making any recommendation regarding alternative business 
structures.  There is no definitive evidence that alternative business 
structures will advance the cause of justice or better assist lawyers in 
their practice.  Before we move forward this needs to be demonstrated. 
 
Finally, I will address the negative public perception of our profession.  
This perception is largely due to lawyers who have misbehaved.  I intend 
to advocate for a more transparent disciplinary process with input from 
lawyers and the public to ensure complaints are handled in manner that 
is as fair as possible to all concerned. 

  Jerry graduated from Windsor Law 
in 1974 and was called to the 
Ontario Bar in 1976.  He began his 
career in a small practice, but since 
1993 has been a partner with 
McTague Law Firm LLP, one of the 
leading law firms in Southwestern 
Ontario. 
 
Jerry's practice throughout his 
career has focused primarily on 
Real Estate, Mortgage and 
Commercial Business Law. 
 
Jerry has been married to his wife 
Janice (Brenda), since 1974, and 
together they have raised two 
children.  He is now also the proud 
grandfather of two grandchildren. 
 
Along with his family, Jerry has 
been very supportive of the Windsor 
and Essex County community, 
being a past Board member and 
legal counsel to a number of non-
profits. 
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